
4/21/2024 

Jeffrey Romero Middents 

505 Ethan Allen Avenue, Takoma Park, MD 20912 
301/270-3349 (home)•202/885-2996 (work)•202/213-3501 (mobile) 

middents@american.edu 
 
Current Position 
 

Department of Literature American University, Washington, DC 
Associate Professor — Courses taught include: Critical Approach to Cinema; Cinema and the 20th 
Century; Literature, Film and Globalization; National Cinema Study; Cinemas of Latin America: 
Narrative, Culture, Identity; Film Genres: The Film Musical; Film Genres: The Horror Film; Short Films; 
Stars; Film Writing, Film Culture; Auteur Study: Pedro Almodóvar; Auteur Study: Alfonso Cuarón; The 
“Boom!”: Latin American Fiction, 1960-1985; Metanarrative; Principles of Cinema Studies; Reading 
Mario Vargas Llosa; Transnational Cinemas; Television Studies; Global Netflix; Writing from the 
Countries of Concern. Visiting Assistant Professor, 2001-02; Assistant Professor, 2002-09; Associate 
Professor, 2009-present. 

 
Education 
 

Ph.D. in Comparative Literature, 2001 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
• Dissertation: “Hablemos de cine: Locating the Film Journal in the Development of Peruvian National 

Cinema” 
• Co-chairs: Santiago Colás, Romances Languages and Comparative Literature; Carina Yervasi, 

Romance Languages.  Committee Members: Catherine Benamou, Romance Languages, Film and 
Video Studies and American Culture; Margarita de la Vega-Hurtado, American Culture and Latino 
Studies. 

 
Graduate Certificate in Film Studies, 2000 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
• Directed project work with Professors Catherine Benamou, Gaylyn Studlar and William Paul 
• Highest degree in film studies offered at University of Michigan. 

 
M.A. in Comparative Literature, 1996 University of Michigan 
• Completed with High Distinction 
 
B.A. in English and Psychology, 1993 Dartmouth College 
• Graduated with Honors in English.  Thesis title: “‘…once upon a time’: The Decline of Historiographic 

Metafiction in the Work of Salman Rushdie” 
 

Previous Employment 
 
Fulbright Pre-Academic Training Program Monterey Institute for International Studies 

Instructor — 
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Stevenson College/Merrill College University of California, Santa Cruz 

Core Lecturer — Designed and led discussion sections for writing-intensive core-course seminars 
for first-year students. Topics accompanied significant texts enumerating the place of the 
individual in relation to civilization (Stevenson Core: “Self and Society”) and emphasized 
connections to contemporary international issues (Merrill Core: “Cultural Identities and Global 
Consciousness”).  Trained in instruction for California Subject A Writing requirement.  Initiated 
and developed a two-credit class supplementing Stevenson Core. Designed film series with an 
international perspective, prepared supplemental materials and led cinephilic discussions for 
each film, implemented writing assignments and constructed evaluation mechanism.  Wrote 
narrative evaluations for all students
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articles: “Dossier on Cultural Exception in Peru

http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/mediatico/2018/12/24/special-dossier-on-roma-memoriomm66hR/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/BoR/B/S/auteurismessayTypepe/Border/6 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[236.008 181.573 542.25 195.5118.833type/Lintyp1.96 354tPa24k/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.bfi.org.uk/sight-and-soutecmerin.uc3m.es/Typjourn66h2-3pe/Border/630>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[69.75 462.15 157.208 475.578]/Struc18/S92bty5.391 430.62k/Type/Annot>><6/S/URI/URI(http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/mediatind/pteaching-dossu-me--pl/S/ne-case-study-approach-teaching-worldbow.htmpe/Border/6 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[135.521 251.215 184.944 264.272/St1 430.62t 17/Subt44.04ink/Type/Annot>>5/S/URI/URI(http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/mediatind/pteaching-dossu-me--pl/S/ne-case-study-approach-teaching-worldbow.htmpe/Border/670>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[69.75 462.15 157.208 475.578]/Struc73/S8 1853.987bty10/1nk/Type/Annot>><4/S/URI/URI(http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/mediatiaula-cinS/Typn-r5/03-or-argt>>ina-wildbtal/W indeedpe/Border/6 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[287.7 292.083 337.124 306.09317/442bty10/1nt 17/Subt98.9nk/Type/Annot>><3/S/URI/URI(http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/mediatiaula-cinS/Typn-r5/03-or-argt>>ina-wildbtal/W indeedpe/BordNS/mediatiisou-me-pdf2/ssn)tp://rN018space>>
https://www2.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/sight-sound-magazine/polls-surveys/best-video-essays-2019
http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/mediatico/2017/09/18/a-video-essay-birdman-or-fantasy-hopscotch-not-played-very-often/
http://mediacommons.org/intransition/2016/por-qu-me-miras
http://latinpulse.blogspot.com/2013/11/mexican-cinema-takes-well-deserved-bow.html
http://latinpulse.blogspot.com/2013/11/mexican-cinema-takes-well-deserved-bow.html
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• 
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Today: Reframing the National.” University of Lincoln School of Media, Lincoln, UK, February 24, 
2012. 

• “Madeinusa and Peruvian National Cinema.” Roundtable presentation at Dartmouth College, May 
28, 2009. 

•  “Hablemos de cine peruano, Then and Now: Film Writing and the Question of National Cinema in 

https://www.bfi.org.uk/sight-and-sound/polls/best-video-essays-2022
https://www.bfi.org.uk/sight-and-sound/polls/best-video-essays-2022
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• The Contemporary World Cinema Project (UCOL-200; Spring 2015. One-credit research seminar 
teaching and workshopping video essays; affiliated with University College program). Re-introduced 
as three-credit Complex Problems course, Fall 2018; see below.) 

• Cine contemporáneo latinoamericano (446/646, crosslisted with SPAN-456/656, Fall 2015. Taught 
entirely in Spanish.) 

• Cinemas of Latin America (346/646; Fall 2001, Fall 2003, Fall 2005, Fall 2007) 
• Auteur Study: Alfonso Cuarón (346/646; Summer 2008, Spring 2009; 446/646, Spring 2013; Fall 

2017; Fall 2024) 
• Auteur Study: Pedro Almodóvar (346/646, Summer 2007) 
• Metanarrative (733, Spring 2004; 308/608, Fall 2006; 481/681, Fall 2012) 
• The Film Musical (346/646; Spring 2002, Spring 2004, Fall 2009) 
• The Horror Film (346/646, Fall 2004) 
• The Film Star/Stardom (446/646; Spring 2006, 2008, 2011, 2016, 2020) 
• Television Studies (446/646; Spring 2015; Fall 2018) 
• Global Netflix (446/646; Spring 2022) 
• Principles of Cinema Studies (733; Spring 2006, Spring 2008) 
• The “Boom”!: The Explosion of Latin American Fiction, 1960-1985 (367/667; Spring 2003, Fall 2004, 

Spring 2015; hybrid version, Summer 2009) 
• Short Films (346/646; Summer 2006, Fall 2008, Fall 2011) 
• Film Writing, Film Culture (Honors Colloquium, Spring 2006) 
• Major Authors: Mario Vargas Llosa (310/610; distance learning version, Summer 2011, Summer 

2013, Summer 2019) 
 
AU Core/General Education Courses: 7 
Active: 
• Critical Approach to the Cinema (146, usually taught at least once per year since 2001) 
• Cinema and the Twentieth Century (246; developed course with David Pike, Despina Kakoudaki and 

Erik Dussere; Spring 2014, 2017, 2018, 2021, 2025) 
• Literature, Film and Globalization (250, developed course with Lindsey Green-Simms; usually taught 

at least once per year since 2014) 
• The Contemporary World Cinema Project (Complex Problems; AU Scholars version Fall 2018, UC 

version Fall 2019; Honors version Fall 2020-2022.) 
Not currently teaching/Defunct classes: 
• The Literary Imagination (105; Spring 2002, 2003) 
• Remarkable Literary Journeys (125; Spring 2002) 
• Third World Literature (150; Fall 2005, 2007; Spring 2007; distance learning version developed as 

unique class, Summer 2010) 
 
Other AU Courses: 2 
• Subtitling and the Translation of Culture (HNRS-151, Spring 2021-2023. One-credit research 

seminar.) 
• The LIT Colloquium (LIT-311, Fall semester one-credit class). 2011: Borges, Ficciones; 2012: 

Stoppard, Arcadia, with Marianne Noble; 2013: Coppola, Apocalypse Now; 2016: Smith, White 
Teeth; 2020: Lee, Do the Right Thing; 2021: Herrera, Signs Preceding the End of the World; 2022: 
Vuong, On Earth, We’re Briefly Gorgeous. 
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• Department of World Languages and Cultures/Language and Foreign Studies – Outside Committee 
Member for LFS Chair Search (2010-11, 2011-12); outside committee member for Spanish faculty 
search (2014-15) and Rank and Tenure committee (2020-21) 

• AU Honors – Read applications to craft incoming class, 2019-23. 
• First-Year Orientations Program – Presentation on Academic Development (2003-09). 
• International Student and Scholars Services – New Student Orientation Academics! Program (2008-

15) 
• AU Abroad – Abroad @ AU New Student Orientation Program (2010-19) 
 
Social Science Research Council  
• Read and evaluate fellowship proposals for International Dissertation Research Fellowships, 100-140 

applications per year, 2010-15 
 

Latin American Film Festival Washington, DC 

http://cinegogia.omeka.net/
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